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is a Latin word meaning “the 
coming” or “arrival.”  The season of 
Advent is a time of preparation for 
God’s people.  Advent helps us 
prepare to receive the promised 
Christ as He comes, whether at his 
lowly birth in history, his continual 
and wonderful coming to us in his 
Word and Sacrament, or his 
triumphal coming at the Last Day.  
Here in the season of Advent we 
have unfolded for us the mystery of 
God becoming Man for our 
salvation.  
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Dear People of St. Alban’s,  
 
While I would never wish to lose the joyous and innocent perspective of the 
young at this time of year, I’m also powerfully drawn to affirming the deeper and 
more theologically significant aspect of the Advent/Christmas mystery.  For me, 
it’s just a sign of getting older and acknowledging the validity of all the stages of 
life, not just the first few.  On one simple level, Christmas IS the birthday of Jesus 
but from a more profound perspective it’s even more than that: it’s the 
outrageous claim that God is with us ALL the time, from the highest highs to the 
lowest lows and every gradation in between.  This radical idea is also known as 
the Incarnation.  
 
This theological concept didn’t become practical and real for me until I had lived 
a bit more of life and, perhaps even more importantly, taken a couple of jabs in 
the arena of existence.  You know: experienced some loss, some struggle.  The 
first 30 - 35 years of my journey were very lucky and rather charmed, then “stuff” 
started to happen as it does for all of us sooner or later.  Ironically, the fuller 
meaning of Christmas and, in fact, all the blessings of the spiritual tradition I had 
been born into began to come to the fore as my life got less ideal.  Oddly 
enough, my sense of gratitude grew as well, even as my sense of entitlement—
thankfully—lessened.  I wasn’t “owed” 35 years of smooth sailing, I suddenly 
realized, and many, many people don’t get even close to that amount of calm 
seas to cross.  But I could still be grateful for what I did have, as well as for the 
joy in other people’s lives regardless of the circumstances of my own.  
I spoke about these kinds of thoughts a bit in my Thanksgiving Eve. homily this 
year, but the following poem that I found on line (thanks to St. Paul’s, Mishawaka 
and Fr. Nathaniel Warne) encapsulates my feelings on all of this much better:  
 
Christmas is not here to offer 
a four-week escape 
from the pain of the world 
with a paper-thin layer of twinkle lights. 
It is not here to anesthetize us 
with bows and eggnog lattes. 
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Christmas is not offering us the chance  
to escape the ache of life 
through piles of presents. 
Christmas is God saying,  
“Yes, this pain is too much.  Yes, it is too sad. 
Yes, the ache is too great.  Hang on. 
I’ll come carry it with you.”  -- Meredith Anne Miller 
 
Again, to sum up: I’m all for the “stuff” of this season; the sentiment, the joy, the 
lights, the music, the food, the presents, and even the (sometimes/usually?) 
absurd “over boardedness” of our spending habits. For me, I just want to make 
sure that these are not the only things that this season is about.  And to 
remember, too, that there are people all around me (and even sometimes within 
me) for whom Christmas can bring some challenges.  And that’s okay.  
Christmas still comes.  Emmanuel: God with us—no matter what. 
 
All feasts lift the heart, but they break it a little too.  We have here no continuing 
city.  God loved the world enough to come down and dwell among us.  But the 
full lesson of the Gospel is that, having loved His own, He loved them unto death.  
The world he declared for in His Incarnation goes home only through the 
Passion.  Once a man has his first Christmas with his own family, he begins 
inexorably to know what it will feel like to have his last.  – Fr. Robert Farrar 
Capon (shared with me by Elaine Fazzaro) 
In the Peace of Christ,  
Fr. Michael r.+ 

 
 

                            ADVENT CLERGY RETREAT: Waiting in Joyful Hope 
 
Date: December 12, 3 p.m. (EST) - December 14, 1:30 p.m. (EST) 
Where: Lindenwold Retreat and Conference Center 
 
Join us for our Advent Clergy Retreat! Bishop Doug Sparks will lead our retreat 
with the theme of "Waiting in Joyful Hope." Check-in begins on Monday at 3 p.m.; 
wrap up after Eucharist/Lunch Wednesday. RSVP by Friday, November 18.  
Father Michael will be out of office on the 12th and back on the 13th. 
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Worship Commission 
 

The “Holiday Season” is here again with all its extra demands on our time and 
energy.  In the Church, thankfully, we also greet the Advent season where the 
most important demand is that we take a little quiet time to contemplate the 
meaning of Almighty God coming down from His glory to meet us where we are.   
As I write this we are in a period of transition.  In the church year we have 
reached the end of lectionary readings for year C and begun again at year A.  
Many of us may hardly notice.  But most of us will definitely notice the departure 
of several people who have been fixtures in our services for years, and their 
replacement (hopefully) by some new people who have never been readers, 
ushers, crucifers etc. before.  The orderly and reverent worship that we rely on 
week by week to refresh and feed our souls requires a priest and a congregation, 
but it also requires a small number of committed lay persons to perform their own 
roles in the liturgy.  Yes, I am looking at YOU!  If you have never thought of 
participating in the service from a different perspective, please do think about it 
and see Fr. Michael or Elaine Fazzaro.  We will be happy to help you find a spot 
to fill.    
 
Elaine Fazzaro 
 

 
 

FINANCE 
 
Income – While we were under our income budget $1,300 for the month of 
November, we are over budget YTD by $10,000.  This does not mean we are in 
the clear for the year but rather that we have offset, so far, some of the $27,000 
deficit budget that we started with.   
 
Expenses – In November we were able to stay $970 under budget and YTD we 
are under budget by $2,900.  This also helps offset some of our deficit. 
A huge “THANK YOU” for all you give in so many ways to St. Alban’s! 
 
Also, let’s continue to remember each week those in our community who often do 
not go to the doctor or dentist because they cannot afford it.  We can help with 
just a few quarters put into the offering plate each week.  Each quarter goes to 
help support Matthew 25.  Matthew 25 is a nonprofit, gospel inspired healthcare 
center located right here in our community.  They serve low income families who 
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do not have medical or dental insurance.  What seems so little to us can mean so 
much to someone else.    
 
Marilyn Rafter 
 
 

Remembering Christmas by George Shamp 
 
So many times when we are in full blown "Christmas" mode, 
we find ourselves running from pillar to post making sure that every son and 
daughter,  grandson and granddaughter, friend and acquaintance, has been 
remembered with an appropriate gift, or Christmas card.   
 
It's now December 23 and most of the tasks on our lists have been completed,  
gifts have been purchased and wrapped, the dinner menu is finished and 
groceries bought, cards have been sent out,  but we still haven't figured out aunt 
Helen!  Aunt Helen has never been married, lives by herself, seems relatively 
happy, but man is she ever hard to know just what would bring her joy?  "I have 
to get her something", "She never forgets the store bought yummy fruit cake." 
 
Aunt Helen lives alone, will be spending Christmas watching the parade, followed 
by the world dog championships, and splurging this year....carryout from the 
Chinese restaurant on the corner. 
 
How about inviting Aunt Helen to dinner?  "That could never work!  Could it?"  
"Maybe it could!??"  "No way!"  "Way!"   
 
We probably all know a someone spending Christmas alone. Someone in a 
similar circumstance to Aunt Helen's.  It would take a bold person, with a kind 
heart, to consider inviting Aunt Helen to dinner.  But, it would take a person with 
just a kind heart to actually invite her.....�? 
 

Have a Blessed Christmas, 
George   Outreach person 
 
 
 

 
Our annual St. Nicholas Day Party will take place a week from today 
on Sunday, December 11th at noon in the Parish Hall. The focus of this 
event is the trimming of the Jesse Tree, a prophecy of Jesus Christ 
from the Book of Isaiah, “And there shall come forth a shoot from the 
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stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” Please consider 
signing up to provide plain sugar cookies, white icing and sprinkles for the kids to 
decorate (these items can be dropped off and placed in the kitchen at any time). 
Please contact Cindy Spice or Megan Spice-Frede if you have any 
questions….and thank you for your consideration and support for this event! 

 
ALTAR GUILD 

 
Altar Guild will meet on Saturday, the 17th of December at 10:a.m.  Also on 
Sunday the 18th to decorate for Christmas.   

 
 

SPECIAL SERVICES: 
 
 

Christmas Eve Eucharist and Pageant will be at 4:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 24. 
 

Christmas Eve Eucharist – 11:00 p.m.  
On this solemn night in the life of the Church we gather together  
At 11:00 p.m. for a service of worship, adoration and wonder at the great love of 
God in sending his Son into the world to be our Savior. Incense will be used at 
this service.  
 
Christmas Day - Eucharist – 9:00 a.m.  
Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. on Christmas Day.  This simple and 
peaceful service is a great way to start your Christmas Day. 

 
 

 

 

 
Monthly Meetings 

 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the Parish Hall – come join us on Wednesdays as we delve 
into the Book of Exodus!  Our Bible Study is always followed by a celebration of the 
Eucharist. ALL ARE WELCOME!!  
 
The Evening Bible Study and Eucharist takes place on Thursdays in the Parish Hall 
at 6:30 p.m. with an ongoing study of the Book of Revelation. All are welcome! 
 

Daughter of the King will meet on Thursday, December 8th at 10:00 a.m. 
 
YOUTH GROUP will meet on Sunday, Dec 11th at 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
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VESTRY will meet on Tuesday, December 13 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Rescue Mission Group 2 will be serving on December 13th at 4:15 – 5:30 p.m. 
 

 

Calling all potential, interested, future Ushers, Acolytes/Altar 
Servers/Crucifers and Readers!!  We are always looking for new participation in 
these areas of our community worship life on Sunday mornings here at St. 
Alban’s. Please see Gary Michael (our Head Usher), Elaine Fazzaro (Worship 
Committee Chair) or Fr. Michael if you are interested in serving in any or all of 
these capacities. 
 
 
 

Lunch Bunch will be dining at Bob Evans, 2935 E Dupont Rd 
at 12:30 pm. on Tuesday, December 6th.  Please sign up on 
the sheet on the “Communication Station” bulletin board that 
is to your right as you leave the sanctuary, indicating if you will 

go to the restaurant directly or if you would like to arrange for a ride from St. 
Alban’s. 
 
 

 

OTHER CHURCH INFORMATION 
 
“Need a Ride/Give a Ride” - Help is needed for 2 parishioners who require rides 
to and from church on Sundays. If you could help out with this ministry I know it 
would mean a lot to those individuals. One parishioner lives close to Northrop 
high school (Coldwater and Cook Rd. area). The other parishioner lives in the 
Woodland Lakes addition (Coldwater and Dupont Rd.).There will be a sign-up 
sheet posted on the bulletin in the Narthex with the specifics. The need for rides 
will begin in January for both parishioners. Keep in mind you can sign up for 
the ‘To Church’ and ‘From Church’ separately.  Depending on the response we 
may be able to come up with a rotation schedule.  If you have any questions 
please see me, or Fr. Michael.  Thank you for your consideration on this 
important community ministry. John Lorenzen 
 
Fr. Michael will be out of town on the 27th of December until Tuesday January 4th, 
2022.  We will be having Morning Prayer on Sunday, Jan 2nd.   
 
Also Please note:  The office will be closed on 12-26-2022, but will reopen on 
Tuesday, 12-27-2022. 
 
Deadline for the January newsletter is Thursday, December 16. 
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Vestry Stewardship 
 

Operating Fund 
 
Operating income October  $ 9,063.12 
Operating expense October   11,453.82 
Net loss for October              ($2,390.70) 

Operating inc. for 2022       $ 101,326.70 
Operating exp. for 2022  110,767.81 
Net loss for 2021                 ($  9,441.11)

 
 
 

At the regular meeting of the Vestry on November 15 
 
It was noted that: 

 

 

a) Possible meeting with Vestry, Canon Bays, and Chesterton school reps 11/30 or 
12/11 

b) Julie Presented 2023 Budget proposal 
c) Sealing the parking lot was discussed 
 
 
New Business: 
 
a) John motioned to approve proposed 2023 budget, seconded by Laura.  Passed. 
b) Nominating Committee (David, Kenny and Marilyn). 
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December Birthdays 

 
 

  4  Sonja Primeau 
  7  Gary Pink 
10  Norm Grams 
11  Jane Spice 

  11   Grayson Frede 
18   Jo McMahan 
23   Laura Michael 
27   Larry Shaw 

 
 

                       
                          and Anniversary 

                    21  Ed & Mary Brooks 
 

 
If your birthday or anniversary has not been listed, 

please notify Debbie at 485-8022, so that we may add your date to our recor

 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER ESPECIALLY: Alexa, Ellen Anderson, Mindy Blech, 
Neal Birchfield, Bonne Camp and family, Vincent Carboni, Jimmy Clark,  Marilyn 
Crewe, Jane Davidson, Kari Doepke, Jay Fazzaro,  Denise Frede, Karl Frick, 
Anita Grams, Brook Gresback, Cam Irvine, Brian Jankowski , Aerika Katip,  Julie 
Lieb, Jo McMahan, Francis and Bobbie Mustapha, Sally Porter, Canon Henry 
Randolph, Ginger Spice, Mariane Rodriguez, Melissa Surles, Blu Turner.   
 
Military: Kaylee Collins, Sean Collins, Matthew Michael, Danny and Robert 
Scribner, R. J. Smith 



ST. ALBAN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 
Sunday Eucharist Service:  9:30 a.m.  In person or on-
line.   
 
Live streaming Service from Saint Alban’s YouTube 
channel! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ATo1XzD8KUk 
 
It will also be posted on our Facebook page and it will be 
archived on our YouTube channel.  
 

 
 

     Vestry 
          John Lorenzen                           Senior Warden 
          Julie Naunas                               Junior Warden 
          Laura Michael                                  Fellowship 
          Elaine Fazzaro                                    Worship                        

             David Birchfield                             Stewardship 
             Marilyn Rafter                                   Financial                                  
             George Shamp               Outreach 
             Kenny White                                        Property              
             Amanda Fazzaro                Christian Formation 
             Jane Spice                              Care Connection 
             Megan Spice              Communications Director 

 
 

Church Staff 
    
 Priest-in-Charge                   The Rev. Michael Roeske       
Office Administrator                      Debbie Grosjean 
    
    
   

 
Office Hours 
9:00 - 1:00 

Monday through Friday 
    
    
Office phone               485-8022 
    

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ATo1XzD8KUk
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